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TROPICANA GOLDMINE — OPENING 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.02 pm]: On Thursday, 6 March I 
had the pleasure to officially open AngloGold Ashanti’s Tropicana goldmine. Situated on the edge of the Great 
Victoria Desert 330 kilometres north east of Kalgoorlie, the mine is the centrepiece of the Tropicana Gold 
project. Tropicana is the most significant gold find in Australia in the last decade. The project is a joint venture 
between AngloGold Ashanti Australia and the Independence Group. 

Construction began in June 2011 and includes a new 220-kilometre road from Pinjin to Tropicana, a sealed 
airstrip, a 700-person accommodation village and a 40-megawatt power station. Jet services to Tropicana began 
in the second half of 2012. The capital expenditure, including pre-production operating costs, is between 
$820 million and $845 million. Open pit mining commenced in July 2012 and the production peak will be about 
60 million tonnes of ore a year. The first gold was poured ahead of schedule in late September 2013. The mine is 
forecast to produce 3.45 million ounces of gold over 10 years, averaging 330 000 to 350 000 ounces, which is 
equivalent to 10.3 to 10.9 tonnes, of gold a year. Annual gold production in the first three years of operation is 
expected to be greater, at between 470 000 and 490 000 ounces, or 14.6 tonnes and 15.2 tonnes. 

Tropicana employed more than 1 000 people during its construction and will employ about 450 people during 
operations on a fly in, fly out basis from Perth and Kalgoorlie. The project provides opportunities for 
employment and local businesses, with contracts worth over $30 million a year awarded to Aboriginal 
businesses. Western Australia, as we know it, was built on the gold discoveries of the 1890s. They transformed 
the colony and provided the foundation on which this great state was built. More than 110 years since those first 
discoveries, the goldfields is still home to remarkable mineral wealth. 

When the Tropicana deposit was uncovered in 2005, it was the most significant Australian gold discovery for 
more than a decade. Although the area was previously considered not prospective for gold, it has now become a 
popular exploration target for a number of companies. This highlights the mineral wealth in Western Australia 
that is still out there. I congratulate AngloGold Ashanti and the Independence Group on the development of the 
Tropicana goldmine and for their continuing investment in Western Australian projects. 
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